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elcome! UC San Diego is one of 
the top - rate d public universities in the 

country and is full of exciting 
opportunities. As a prospective or 

incoming transfer student, you will find 
that your previous college experience 
has equipped  you with an academic 

background and course credits that will 
provide  a foundation for your studies 

here .  
 

This guide is a supplement to 

information posted in the student portal 
(TritonLink) as well as advice that has 

been or will be provided to you by your 
college, major department, and various 
campus administrative un its .  Inside , 

you will find useful links to official 
websites and resources, along with tips 

to optimize your academic and student 
life experience s at UC San Diego.   
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The A pplication Process  ( for prospective students )   

 Discover  the available transfer programs .  

If you are a community college student, talk to your community college advisor early to make sure 

you meet transfer program requirements  before your transfer. If you complete the  Intersegmental 

General Education Transfer  Curriculum (IGETC ) certificate  and the Tra nsfer Admission Guarantee 

(TAG) before transfer, you will clear your lower -division general education requirements at  four of 

the colleges ï Muir, Marshall, Sixth , and Warren ï and meet most  lower -division requirements at 

the other two ï Revelle an d Roosevelt ï th ough you may need to complete some additional 

coursework at t hese two colleges.  

 

If you are transferring from another UC campus and have finished your general education courses, 

ask your current campus advisor for a Letter of Reciprocity to clear your lower -division general 

educat ion requirements at most of UC San Diego ôs six colleges.  

 

 Review  admissions criteria .  

Review the admissions procedures and requirements  for UC San Diego  transfer students. Be  sure 

to note the application deadlines.  

 

 Prepare to select  your major  at UC San Diego .  

Learn about  the  majors available at UC  San Diego . Determining your major early will help you 

choose classes that pave the  way to graduation.  There are many resources available to you as you 

make this important decision, starting with the  UC San Diego  General Catalog , the most 

comprehensive resource on academic options and requirements.  

 

 Use ASSIST to plan courses to fit your major .  

Use the  ASSIST  website to find the community college courses that can be used to satisfy course 

requirements at UC San Diego . Using ASSIST, you can look up individual course equivalents or 

review all lower -division requirements for your intended major.    

 

 Learn about UC San Diego ôs six colleges .  

All UC San Diego  students and faculty are affiliated with one of  the  six undergraduate colleges , 

each with its own general educ ation requirements and specific theme. When you apply, you will be 

asked to rank the six colleges in order of preference.  You may elect any major in any college -  

there are no restrictions!  

 

 

 Review  financial aid .  

Visit the Financial Aid website  to review requirements and deadlines.   

 

 Regularly check the status of your application .  

Visit myapplication.ucsd.edu  to ensure that your documents and records are complete. The 

password created for MyApplication will be used in conjunction with your student number for 

access to records in TritonL ink, UC San Diegoôs Online Student Portal.  

 

 

 

Thurgood Marshall  
College  

John Muir  
College  

Eleanor Roosevelt  
College  

Revelle  
College  

Sixth  
College  

Earl Warren  
College  

http://www.ucsd.edu/portal/site/ucsd/menuitem.135225ab0c7ce3c0c0020010d34b01ca/?vgnextoid=9231fe161e386110VgnVCM10000064b410acRCRD
http://www.ucsd.edu/portal/site/ucsd/menuitem.135225ab0c7ce3c0c0020010d34b01ca/?vgnextoid=9dd9a78f2c741110a78f2c741110cdca5105RCRD
http://www.ucsd.edu/portal/site/ucsd/menuitem.135225ab0c7ce3c0c0020010d34b01ca/?vgnextoid=3db9a78f2c741110a78f2c741110cdca5105RCRD
http://infopath.ucsd.edu/catalog/
http://www.assist.org/
http://www.ucsd.edu/portal/site/ucsd/menuitem.d9adff1cb07b3413c739c210364b01ca/?vgnextoid=dcaedc247ef63110VgnVCM10000045b410acRCRD
http://www.ucsd.edu/portal/site/ucsd/menuitem.135225ab0c7ce3c0c0020010d34b01ca/?vgnextoid=ee0aa78f2c741110a78f2c741110cdca5105RCRD
http://myapplication.ucsd.edu/
http://tritonlink.ucsd.edu/
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Admissions and Enrollment  ( for incoming students )  

 

 Submit all transcripts by the posted deadline .  

Submit all of  your college transcripts  and your high school transcripts  to the Registrarôs Office.  

For fall quarter, the deadline is usually mid -July ;  for winter quarter, the deadline is mid -

September .  

 

 Submi t your IGE TC certificate .  

If you completed the IGETC, ask your community college to send an IGETC certificate  to UC San 

Diego Admissions . Most community colleges do not  include IGETC information on your transcript, 

and you must ask them for this separately.  
 

 Complete r equirements for  courses you need to 

take at UC San Diego . 

Confirm that you have met all requirements for courses 

you will need to take at UC San Diego. Visit the 

Placement Exam and Proficiency Exam schedule  and 

the following websites for more information and to see 

if you need to take these exams :   

 

 Math Placement Exam  

The Math Placement Exam (MPE)  is offered 

throughout the year at UC San Diego and other 

California college campuses. Test results qualify students for placement in introductory 

calculus or pre - calculus courses.   

 

 Language Placement Tests  

The Linguistics Department  Language Program  offers Language Placement Tests  in French, 

Spanish, German, Ital ian , and American Sign Language . The Language  Placement Test  is to 

determine your current  level of proficiency and to assist  you in selecting the appr opriate  

course.  

 

 Language Proficiency Tests  

     The Linguistics Department Language Program also offers Language Proficiency Tests  for     

 students who may already satisfy the language requirement s for Eleanor Roosevelt 

 College and Revelle College as well as for certain majors.  

 

 Entry Level Writing Requirement  

The UC Entry Level Writing Requirement  can be met in  several ways, including  taking the  

UC Analytical Writing Placement Exam .  

 

 Course - Specific Placement Exams  

Contact your department for course -specific placement exams, (i.e., the Chemistry 

Placement Exam ).  

 
 

 Confirm that your American  History and Institutions (AH&I) requirement is cleared . 
Most students have cleared this requirement in high school, but the Admissions Office d oes not 

confirm and post this outcome u ntil the third week of your first quarter. If it is  no t cleared, you will 

want to talk to your collegeôs academic  advisor to make sure you have completed the AH&I 

requirement before you graduate.  

 

 Activate (and check)  your UCSD.edu email accoun t .  

You will receive instructions  on how to activate  your UC San Diego  email account.  

Your UC San Diego email  is the official means of communication on campus, so be sure to set up 

your account right away and check it often.  

http://www.ucsd.edu/current-students/academics/exams/exam-schedule.html
http://mathtesting.ucsd.edu/about.shtml
https://lang.ucsd.edu/llp/
http://ling.ucsd.edu/Language/info/proficiency.html
http://basicwriting.ucsd.edu/whatIs.html
http://basicwriting.ucsd.edu/proficiencyTests.html
http://chem-web.ucsd.edu/academic/placement/
http://chem-web.ucsd.edu/academic/placement/
http://acs.ucsd.edu/students/
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 Sign up for your on - campus college orientation  program .  

At o rientation you will  learn about academic resources, campus services, opportunities for 

involvement, and much more!  You will have an opportunity to sign up for you r college orientation 

program via the  New Student Gateway .  Check your departmentôs website for additional 

orientation opportunities or contact them for a meeting with a faculty or staff adviso r.  

 

 Consider enrolling in a  Summer Session  course . 

Summer Session  offers a wide variety of courses that can help you begin  fulfilling  requirements for 

your  college or your major before your first quarter. Some classes that fill up quickly during the 

academic year are more easily available during Sum mer Session . However, please be aware that 

because your transcripts may not be evaluated in time for review of prerequisites to be recognized 

by the UC San Diego system, advisors may be limited in  their ability to provide guidance.   

 

 

Planning Your Course Schedule  
 

 Use TritonLink to plan your classes .  

Navigate through  TritonLink . This student portal has 

essential information, tips, and tools for 

undergraduate students  to utilize throughout their 

academic career s. You will find the Schedule of 

Classes, a Class Planner , the Academic Calendar, the 

Final Exam Schedule, Add/Drop dates, WebReg, 

Degree Audit,  your Academic History , and numerous 

other  topics to explore!  

 Review  the WebReg tutorial .  

Before you enroll in your  courses on TritonLink via WebReg (mid - to - late August), you can review 

the WebReg tutorial  to familiarize yourself with procedures  and requirements. You will be invited to 

a tutorial podcast.       

 

 Know enrollment procedures and l imitations . 

Review the Enrollment Checklist  for details about  priority enrollment appointment times, 

enrollment and fee payment holds, enrollment limitations, prerequisite requirements, and other 

restrictions, as well as depa rtment approval procedure s, wait lists, and  class confirmation . 

 

 Take a limited number of courses  during your  first quarter.  

Advisors typically recommend that incoming transfer students enroll in 12 units (three 4 -unit 

courses) during their first quarte r in order to adjust to the campus  and quarter system . Students 

must take a minimum of 12 units to be considered full - time. Part - time registration must meet 

certain criteria and requires an application process . Please be aware  that  some majors or course 

schedules may require you to take more t han 12 units your first quarter in order to acquire timely 

progress towards your degree (i.e., you may need to take a course that is offered only once a year 

or you may need to tak e a prerequisite course in order to meet requirements for taking subsequent 

courses on a timely basis ) .  

 

 Access online advising .  

Many transfer students will have completed all or most of their lower -division  general education 

requirement s prior to admiss ion and therefore are initially referred to their major department for 

first quarter schedule recommendations. Once you have your recommended schedule , you will 

communicate with your college advisors through the New Student Gateway  for schedule review 

and e-advising . Your college will email you information about this venue.  

 

http://summersession.ucsd.edu/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/mlhart/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/T9HWYXPS/tritonlink.ucsd.edu
http://registrar.ucsd.edu/studentlink/WebRegTriton.pdf
http://www.ucsd.edu/portal/site/ucsd/menuitem.135225ab0c7ce3c0c0020010d34b01ca/?vgnextoid=7269a78f2c741110a78f2c741110cdca5105RCRD
http://ogs.ucsd.edu/ADMISSIONS/POLICIES/Pages/PtStdy.aspx
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 Talk with advisors in your major  department  or program . 

Advisors in your major are faculty and staff members . Be sure to consult with both.  Faculty are 

experts in their disciplines and can advise you on course content, academic strategies, and careers 

in their field.  The staff advisor  in your major is a specialist whose focu s is on the requirements  in 

your major and opportunities in your field of study.    

 Check department /program website s for a tentative course s chedule . 

Many departments and programs post a tentative full - year course  schedule online. Use this 

schedule to plan out your classes for each quarte r. S ummer session course  schedule s are posted 

during winter  quarter.  Refer to th e ñAcademic Enrichment and Resource ò section of this guide when 

planning courses  to enhance your academic experiences .  

 

 Make an academi c plan . 

As soon as feasible, map out an academic plan  to plot progress  towards your degree . This plan 

should cover your major requirements  and your collegeôs general education, graduation, and unit 

requirements. Careful planning will help you keep on a shorter path towards your degree. 

Academic advisors from  both  your college  and your major  department or program are available 

to assist you w ith your academic plan.  

 Revisit the General Catalog . 

Go to  the  UC San Diego  General Catalog  and click on ñCourses/Curricula/Programsò to review the 

requirements for your major and determine the order in which they must be completed .  

 Revisit the ASSIST website .  

Double -check ASSIST  to confirm the college and major requirements that you satisfied at your 

community college.  

 

 Check the C ourse and Professor Evaluation (CAPE)  Website.  

CAPE is a student - run campus organization  that administers surveys for most undergraduate 

courses. Visit the CAPE website to see how your fellow students rated their courses and professors.  

You can also find CAPE evaluations linked next to courses  in the Schedule of Classes.  

 If you are admitted for winter quarter, check with your advisors in advance . 

It is  especially important that you talk with your college and major advisors before you enroll.  

Courses for some major s are offered only once a year. Y ou may need to work with your major 

advisor  to determine what courses you need to tak e and how to address prerequisites.  

 

 

W elcome Week  
 

 Attend Welcome Week activities .  
Welcome Week  is one of the best events you can participate in 

before fall classes start! It is held  every fa ll quarter during ñzero 

weekò - beginning the weekend before classes start. Plan to 

attend the Student S erv ices  Fair on Monday, academic major  

information session s start ing on  Tuesday, and social events 

(including several specifically tailored for transfer students) 

throughout the week.  

 

 Attend Convocation .  

Convocation is your  official campus welcome . You will be greeted  by faculty , s tudents, alumni,  and 

campus administrators  at  RIMAC field , with  refreshments and live music to follow . Plan to attend 

this Welcome Week event!  Your college will provide  full information . 

 

 

Courtesy AES Creative Services 

http://blink.ucsd.edu/Blink/External/Topics/Policy/0,1162,15403,00.html
http://blink.ucsd.edu/Blink/External/Topics/Policy/0,1162,2599,00.html
http://infopath.ucsd.edu/catalog/
http://www.assist.org/
http://www.cape.ucsd.edu/
http://blink.ucsd.edu/Blink/External/Topics/Policy/0,1162,2599,00.html
http://blink.ucsd.edu/Blink/External/Topics/Policy/0,1162,2599,00.html
http://welcomeweek.ucsd.edu/
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 Obtain your UC San D iego  ID card . 

You can pick up your ID card at Student Business Services  in the Student Services Center  during 

orientation or after the quarter starts . Your ID card is your library card  and recreation ( RIMAC)  

card, and  it allows you to ride the campus shuttle s and MTS bus es running directly to and from 

campus for free  (with a sticker from the Parking Office). Your colleg e will provide more details at 

orientation.  

 

 Check out  transfer student program s offered by your department . 

Several departments have created u nique transfer student programs, f or example, the Division of 

Biological Sciences ô TOpS program . Check  with your department  or program  to see if they offer a 

transfer student program . 

 

 Get involved!  

Student Affairs  programs range from  academic enrichment and career planning services to 

recreation, health and wellness, international education, residential life, research opportunities, 

professional  internships, and more.   

 

 

Tips for Academic Success  
 

 Meet with your advisors periodically to be sure your academic plan is on track . 

Your college  and major  advisors remain important resources throughout your academic career .  

Remember that you need to meet  both college and major requirements.  

Your college adviso r  

Your college advisor  is a generalist. Talk with 

him or her about campus procedures, general 

education and university requirements, your 

TAG and IGETC articulation,  and the over all 

progress on your degree. You can send 

questions and inquir ies to your collegeôs 

advising office  through the Virtual Advising 

Center (VAC) . 

Thurgood Marshall College Academic Advising  

John Muir College Academic Advising  

Revelle College Academic Advising  

Elean or Roosevelt College Academic Advising  

Sixth College Academic Advising   

Warren College Academic Advising   

 

    Departm ent /Program  staff and faculty advisors  

It is essential to talk  with  staff and faculty advisors  about your major . Ask your  advisor  how 

to contact  faculty if  their office hours are not posted on their website s.  

 

 Read about Academic Regulations .  

It is important to read the Academic Regulations  section of the catalog  and refer to it as a resource 

throughout your undergraduate career.  

 

 Keep your enrollment appointments .  

Continuing students are assigned an enrollment a ppointment time, usually between W eeks 5 and 7 

of the prior quarter. Since class rosters can fill quickly, be sure to keep track of your enrollment 

appointment time on TritonLink  and enroll as soon as possible . 

 

 

 

Courtesy AES Creative Services 

http://www.ucsd.edu/current-students/_organizations/sbs/
http://maps.ucsd.edu/Default.htm
http://biology.ucsd.edu/undergrad/tops.html
http://www.ucsd.edu/portal/site/ucsd/menuitem.135225ab0c7ce3c0c0020010d34b01ca/?vgnextoid=2108fe6d939d2110fe6d939d2110cdca5105RCRD
http://blink.ucsd.edu/Blink/External/Topics/Policy/0,1162,15403,00.html
http://blink.ucsd.edu/Blink/External/Topics/Policy/0,1162,2599,00.html
http://blink.ucsd.edu/Blink/External/Topics/Policy/0,1162,15403,00.html
http://marshall.ucsd.edu/current/advising/aa.shtml
http://muir.ucsd.edu/academics/academics.shtml
http://revelle.ucsd.edu/aa/index.html
http://provost.ucsd.edu/roosevelt/academics/index.shtml
http://www.ucsd.edu/portal/site/ucsd/menuitem.e25088fc289ee30b4bb91c8ad74b01ca/?vgnextoid=8dccdc247ef63110VgnVCM10000045b410acRCRD
http://www.ucsd.edu/portal/site/ucsd/menuitem.e25088fc289ee30b4bb91c8ad74b01ca/?vgnextoid=8dccdc247ef63110VgnVCM10000045b410acRCRD
http://www.ucsd.edu/catalog/front/AcadRegu.html
http://tritonlink.ucsd.edu/
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Photo by Philipp Scholz Rittermann 

 Keep track of other important dates and deadlines .  

Check the Enrollment and Registration Calendar  frequently.  

 The deadline to add classes on WebReg is Friday of W eek 2 .  

 The deadline to change grading option or units or to drop a course without a ñWò is Friday of 

W eek 4 .  

 The final deadline to drop a course , with a grade of ñW,ò is Friday of W eek 9 .  

 

 Refer frequently to the section on �³�$cademic Enrichment and Resources �´ in this guide .  

Consult with faculty, staff, and fellow students about opportunities that will enhance your campus  

experience and your career potential.  

 

 Meet with your professors .   

Your professors are important resources for mentoring . They can help guide you  in your 

prof essional and  educational goals and provid e assistance in finding research opportunities.  

Professors are the best sources for letters of recommendation for employment and/or graduate 

school. Get to know them during their office hours and begin building these important academic 

relationships.  

 

 Keep track of your unit requirements .  

Minimum acade mic progress requires that you 

complete 36 units per year.  You may need to 

complete additional units beyond your m ajor in order 

to graduate;  requirements may vary from college to 

college.  Make sure you stay  on trac k throughout the 

academic year.  The degree audit tool  (DARS) on    

TritonLink can help you track your units.  

 

 

 

 

 

Around Campus and More   
 

Campus Tours  and Maps  

Take a campus tour . Then  spend some t ime on campus locating 

important offices such as the Registrarôs Office, your c ollegeôs academic 

advising and student a ffairs offices, and your majorôs undergraduate 

student affairs office. Campus maps are available  online  or at the campus 

tour office  at the Triton Center , located on the first floor of the Student 

Services Center.  

 

Art s and Culture  

Seek out the rich collection of arts and culture available on campus. Art, 

music, and theater venues are plentiful! The Stuart Collection  is a must -

see, and the calendar of events  is a useful resource for getting started.  

 

Calendar of Events  

Whether you are interested in campus  lectures, performances, sports , 

competitions, or art galle ries, t he Calendar of Events  is a great site  to 

visit .  

 

EDNA (x 4 - 3362)  

EDNA, a student information desk  located on the first floor of the Price Center East ,  can assist you with 

finding a  classroom, conference room, or building and can provide  you with the phone number for a 

department, professor, or staff  member .  

 


